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happening all over Asia, our economic mat-
ters, as well as security issues, as well as ter-
rorism. 

And on many of these areas, we not only 
exchanged notes but found a significant de-
gree of matching in our views. Maybe it’s 
because we’ve exchanged views so many 
times and we know how each other think, 
but I think it’s also because our interests are 
aligned. And Singapore is very happy that 
America has a stake in the region and is grow-
ing the stake in the region. And we would 
like to help this to happen and to ensure that 
this continues for a long time to come. 

So welcome, sir. 
President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, 

thanks. Thank you for your hospitality, again. 
Laura and I feel very comfortable in your 
country, and we feel comfortable in your 
presence. You’re right; we had a wide-rang-
ing discussion. I always benefit when I get 
your advice and your counsel on the neigh-
borhood. And I think America’s presence in 
the Far East is very important for our own 
country. And therefore, when you share your 
thoughts with me, it makes it much easier 
for us to conduct wise foreign policy. 

We’ve got a lot in common, particularly 
our desire to continue to promote free and 
fair trade, because your country has shown 
that open markets are capable of lifting up 
an entire people. And I congratulate you on 
your leadership, congratulate the people of 
Singapore for really being a model for the 
neighborhood. 

And I’m looking forward to the dinner to-
night that you’re giving. 

Prime Minister Lee. Thank you very 
much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:29 p.m. at the 
Istana. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of these remarks. 

Remarks at the National Singapore 
University in Singapore 
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Thank you very much. Good evening. 
Laura and I are really pleased to be back 
in Singapore, and I appreciate the chance to 
come and speak to you at this fine university. 
I thank the Government, the people of Singa-

pore for such gracious hospitality. I’m par-
ticularly pleased that my friend the Senior 
Minister Goh and his wife are with us today. 
Mr. Minister, thank you for joining us. 

I also had a very fine meeting with Prime 
Minister Lee earlier. I’ve come to know him 
as a wise man. I appreciate his good counsel. 
He’s a friend and a partner, and he’s a strong 
voice for peace and prosperity in Asia. 

Our roots, America’s roots in Singapore 
are deep and enduring. I don’t know if you 
know this or not, but our first counsel to 
Singapore arrived in the 1830s to promote 
American trade in this region. His wife was 
the daughter of one of America’s most fa-
mous patriots, Paul Revere. She came to love 
the city, and she came to love its people. And 
to show that love, she donated a bell that 
was cast by the Revere Foundry to the old 
St. Andrew’s Church. The Revere bell is now 
in the National Museum of Singapore, and 
it is a symbol of the long affection between 
the people of our two nations. 

The story of Singapore is a story of people 
who overcame challenges and transformed a 
small port city into one of the most pros-
perous nations on Earth. Many of you have 
parents or grandparents who remember 
riding ox carts, and now fly across the oceans 
from one the world’s most modern airports. 
Some learned four national anthems over 
their lifetime—Britain’s, Japan’s, Malaysia’s, 
and finally, Singapore’s. Others recall Singa-
pore’s early days and the pessimists who pre-
dicted that a small country with no natural 
resources was doomed to fail. 

By your effort and enterprise, you have 
proven the pessimists wrong. And today, 
Singapore has one of the most vibrant econo-
mies in the entire world. In many ways, 
Singapore’s transformation from a small trad-
ing outpost to a confident and prosperous 
leader is the story of Asia. Like Singapore, 
this region was mired in poverty after the 
Second World War. Like Singapore, the re-
gion had to overcome challenges that in-
cluded war and occupation and colonialism. 
Like Singapore, the region faced threats from 
movements that sought to destabilize govern-
ments and impose their ideology on others. 
And like Singapore, the region has overcome 
these challenges, and the Asia we see today 
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is the fastest growing and most dynamic re-
gion in the world. 

The United States has long recognized that 
it is in our interests to help expand hope and 
opportunity throughout Asia. And our poli-
cies have reflected this commitment for more 
than six decades. By opening our doors to 
Asian goods, America has ensured that Asian 
workers and businesses and entrepreneurs 
would have access to the world’s largest 
economy. By maintaining a strong military 
presence in the region, America has helped 
provide stability. And with these actions, 
America has helped contribute to the mod-
ern and confident Asia we see today—a re-
gion where people’s incomes and opportuni-
ties are rising, where businesses compete in 
the global economy, and where citizens know 
that a world growing in trade is a world ex-
panding in opportunity. 

In this new century, America will remain 
engaged in Asia, because our interests de-
pend on the expansion of freedom and op-
portunity in this region. In this new century, 
our trade across the Pacific is greater than 
our trade across the Atlantic, and American 
businesses see a bright future in your thriving 
economies and rising middle class. 

In this new century, we see threats like 
terrorism and proliferation and disease that 
have the potential to undermine our pros-
perity and put our futures in doubt. Amid 
these challenges, we hear voices calling for 
us to retreat from the world and close our 
doors to its opportunities. These are the old 
temptations of isolationism and protec-
tionism, and America must reject them. We 
must maintain our presence in the Pacific. 
We must seize on our common opportuni-
ties. We must be willing to confront our com-
mon threats. And we must help our partners 
build more hopeful societies throughout this 
vital part of the world. 

Building more hopeful societies starts with 
opening up to the opportunities of a global 
trading system. By opening up to trade, 
countries attract foreign investment they 
need to provide jobs and opportunities for 
their people. By opening up to trade, coun-
tries help attract the know-how that will en-
able them to compete in a global market-
place. And by opening up to trade, countries 
build wealth and empower their citizens. 

The United States has long been com-
mitted to a global trading system that is free 
and that is fair. And so is Singapore. Singa-
pore was the host of the first meeting of the 
World Trade Organization in 1996, where we 
announced an important new agreement on 
information technology goods. A decade 
later, America and Singapore are again close 
partners working toward a common purpose, 
a breakthrough in the Doha negotiations. 
Only an ambitious Doha agreement with real 
market access can achieve the economic 
growth and development goals that this 
world has set, and we look to nations across 
the Asia-Pacific region to help put these vital 
talks back on track. 

To help build momentum for more open 
global trade, we’re also opening up markets 
with individual nations. On this side of the 
Pacific, America has negotiated free trade 
agreements with Singapore and Australia, 
and we’re negotiating similar agreements 
with Malaysia and South Korea. On the other 
side of the Pacific, we have successful free 
trade agreements with Canada and Mexico 
and Chile, and we’ve concluded negotiations 
with Peru. America believes in free and fair 
trade, and we will continue to open up new 
avenues to commerce and investment across 
this region. 

Tomorrow I’m going to travel to Vietnam 
for the annual summit of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation Forum. APEC has a 
vital role to play in promoting more open 
trading. In 1994, in Bogor, Indonesia, APEC 
reached an historic agreement to liberalize 
trade and investment throughout the region 
by 2020, and the United States strongly sup-
ports this goal. Recently some APEC mem-
bers have advanced the idea of a free trade 
agreement for the entire APEC region. I be-
lieve this idea deserves serious consideration. 
The United States believes that APEC is the 
premier economic forum in the region. We 
believe APEC has immense potential to ex-
pand free trade and opportunity across the 
Pacific, and we will do our part to help APEC 
become a stronger organization that serves 
as an engine for economic growth and oppor-
tunity throughout the region. 

The remarkable economic growth that this 
region has achieved points to a clear lesson: 
The expansion of trade is the most certain 
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path to lasting prosperity. America will con-
tinue to pursue trade at every level with indi-
vidual countries, across all regions, and 
through the WTO. We will work to remove 
barriers to trade and investment, and by 
doing so, we will help reduce poverty and 
promote stability. And we will give citizens 
on both sides of the Pacific a brighter future. 

Building more hopeful societies means 
working together to confront the challenges 
that face the entire region. Open markets and 
the entrepreneurial spirit have set off historic 
economic booms in Asia. This economic 
growth creates new opportunities, and yet 
we’ve got to recognize it creates new chal-
lenges. We must find the energy to power 
our growing economies. We must counter 
the risk of pandemic disease. And we must 
bring more people into the circle of develop-
ment and prosperity. Meeting these chal-
lenges will require the effort of every nation, 
and you can count on the commitment of 
the United States. 

As the economies of the Asia-Pacific thrive 
and expand, one of our most pressing needs 
will be an affordable, reliable supply of en-
ergy. Four of the world’s top five energy con-
sumers are APEC members, and the region’s 
need for energy is going to continue to rise. 
The answer to this challenge is familiar in 
Asia: Harness the power of technology. To-
gether, we must unleash the same spirit of 
innovation and enterprise that sparked the 
Asian economic revolution to spark a new 
revolution in new energy technologies. 

America knows the importance of devel-
oping new energy sources because we are 
too dependent on a single source, and that 
is oil. So we’re investing aggressively in clean 
coal technology, renewable fuels like ethanol 
and biodiesel, and hydrogen fuel cells. Since 
2001, we’ve spent nearly $10 billion on clean 
energy technologies, and we’re going to in-
vest even more in the years to come. Across 
this region, we’re cooperating with friends 
and allies to share our discoveries. We are 
learning from your experiences, and we’re 
going to work together to improve new en-
ergy technologies—it’s in our mutual interest 
to do so. 

This cooperation includes several key ini-
tiatives that hold the promise of a cleaner 
and more energy-efficient world. Through 

the Asia-Pacific Partnership on Clean Devel-
opment and Climate, the United States is 
working with Australia and China and India 
and Japan and South Korea to share best 
practices and deploy new energy tech-
nologies. Last month, our partnership an-
nounced nearly 100 new projects, ranging 
from clean coal to renewable energy to more 
efficient buildings. These new technologies 
are helping us to improve our energy secu-
rity, and as importantly, are helping to im-
prove air quality by cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Through the Global Nuclear Energy Part-
nership, America is working with other lead-
ers in nuclear energy, like Russia and France 
and Japan, to help developing nations use ci-
vilian nuclear energy, while guarding against 
weapons proliferation. And through the 
APEC Biofuels Task Force, we’re working 
with nations across the region to search for 
new ways to replace oil with clean fuels made 
from palm oil and sugar cane and other nat-
ural products. 

My hope is that the investments that we 
make today will enable you to drive different 
kind of automobiles and to heat your homes 
and air-condition your homes using different 
sources of energy. It’s in the world’s interest 
that we work together to end our addiction 
from oil. 

Keeping our economies growing also re-
quires protecting the health of our people. 
Four years ago, we saw the SARS virus inflict 
terrible damage on Asian-Pacific economies, 
a virus that claimed the lives of hundreds of 
people all across the world. Now this region 
faces a new threat of avian flu, and we’re 
working together to address that threat. Viet-
nam was recently among the nations hardest 
hit by avian flu. Then Vietnam’s leaders start-
ed to share information with the international 
community, and improve monitoring and 
public awareness, and take the difficult step 
of culling birds that might be infected. Viet-
nam’s decisive actions have paid off. When 
I arrive in Hanoi for the APEC summit to-
morrow, the country will have gone more 
than a year without a human case of avian 
flu. Our strategy is beginning to work. 

At our summit, leaders will reaffirm our 
mutual responsibilities to report new avian 
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flu cases, to contain the spread of animal out-
breaks, and to follow wise preparedness 
plans. We’ve taken the important steps to 
stop the spread of avian flu, but we must 
continue to increase cooperation to ensure 
that if the pandemic ever does break out, 
the world will be ready to deal with it. 

America has committed over $15 billion 
to fight the spread of HIV/AIDS across the 
world. Today, Vietnam has an estimated 
280,000 citizens who suffer from this deadly 
virus, and many more who are in danger of 
becoming infected. Through our emergency 
plan for AIDS relief, we’re working with 
Vietnam to do something about it. We’ve 
launched an ambitious 5-year program to 
help Vietnam meet three clear goals: to sup-
port treatment for 22,000 people; to support 
care for 110,000 people; and to support test-
ing and prevention for 660,000 people. 

Since 2004, we’ve provided more than 
$138 million for this plan. We’ve helped 
bring relief to thousands of Vietnamese. It 
is in our interest to help defeat the spread 
of HIV/AIDS. This is a global challenge that 
grows daily and must be confronted directly. 
And I look forward to working with our Asian 
partners to do our duty to defeat this disease. 

Our partners also know they can count on 
the United States when a disaster strikes sud-
denly. After the tsunami struck in 2004, we 
quickly dispatched military assistance and 
humanitarian relief to save lives and help 
devastated communities rebuild. By coming 
to the aid of people in dire need, America 
showed the good heart of our citizens and 
the depth of our friendship in this region. 

Our commitments extend far beyond re-
sponding to disaster, and they must if we ex-
pect this world to be peaceful and pros-
perous. We’re helping countries like the Phil-
ippines and Indonesia to provide their chil-
dren an education that prepares them to suc-
ceed in the global economy. My administra-
tion started a new and bold foreign policy— 
foreign aid initiative called the Millennium 
Challenge Account. The United States will 
provide financial assistance to developing na-
tions that govern justly—in other words, fight 
corruption—that invest in their people and 
enforce the rule of law. We’ve signed a Mil-
lennium Challenge threshold agreement with 
the Philippines. We will soon begin discus-

sions with Peru. And tomorrow we will sign 
an agreement with Indonesia. By providing 
governments that are committed to reform 
vital aid, we will help bring this region closer 
to a day when the benefits of economic 
growth and prosperity reach every citizen. 

America has a clear approach to the chal-
lenges of the Asia-Pacific region. We believe 
that alleviating poverty and fighting disease 
and harnessing the benefits of technology re-
quire partnership, not paternalism. And the 
United States makes this pledge: Every na-
tion that works to advance prosperity, health, 
and opportunity for all its people will find 
a ready partner in the United States. 

Building more hopeful societies depends 
on a foundation of security. At the start of 
this young century, the nations of the Asia- 
Pacific region face a profound challenge: The 
same technology and global openness that 
have transformed our lives also threaten our 
lives. The same innovations that make it easi-
er to build cars and computers make it easier 
to build weapons of mass destruction. The 
same advances in international transportation 
and finance that allow a manufacturer in 
Singapore to sell electronics to a store in San 
Francisco would also allow a proliferating re-
gime in the Far East to sell dangerous tech-
nologies to a terrorist organization in the 
Middle East. 

The danger is unmistakable. In an age of 
unprecedented technological advances, irre-
sponsible behavior by a few can have cata-
strophic consequences for the entire world. 
The people of this region understand the 
threat that the world faces because they have 
been the targets of terrorist violence. The 
terrorists have attacked a nightclub in Bali, 
a hotel in Jakarta, a ferry packed with pas-
sengers in Manila Bay, a school full of chil-
dren in Russia, Australia’s Embassy in Indo-
nesia, and other targets. 

The killers who committed these acts of 
terror are more than criminals; they are fol-
lowers of a clear and focused ideology that 
hates freedom and rejects tolerance and de-
spises all dissent. Their stated goal is to estab-
lish a totalitarian Islamic empire stretching 
from Europe to Southeast Asia. The greatest 
danger in our world today is that these terror-
ists could get their hands on weapons of mass 
destruction and use them to blackmail free 
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nations or to kill on an unimaginable scale. 
This threat poses a risk to our entire civiliza-
tion, and all our nations must work together 
to defeat it. 

In this region, the most immediate threat 
of proliferation comes from North Korea. 
America’s position is clear: The transfer of 
nuclear weapons or materiel by North Korea 
to states or non-state entities would be con-
sidered a grave threat to the United States, 
and we would hold North Korea fully ac-
countable for the consequences of such ac-
tion. For the sake of peace, it is vital that 
the nations of this region send a message to 
North Korea that the proliferation of nuclear 
technology to hostile regimes or terrorist net-
works will not be tolerated. 

After North Korea’s recent nuclear test, 
the United Nations Security Council passed 
a unanimous resolution making it clear that 
the regime’s pursuit of nuclear weapons is 
unacceptable. The resolution imposes sanc-
tions on North Korea’s regime, and America 
will work with our partners to enforce those 
sanctions. We’ll also continue working with 
Japan and China and South Korea and Russia 
through the six-party talks. Our nations are 
speaking with one voice: The only way for 
North Korea to move forward, for the good 
of their people, is to abandon its nuclear 
weapons programs and rejoin the inter-
national community. 

North Korea recently took an encouraging 
step when it agreed to come back to the table 
and restart the six-party talks. The United 
States wants these talks to be successful, and 
we will do our part. If North Korea chooses 
a peaceful path, America and our partners 
in the six-party talks are prepared to provide 
security assurances, economic assistance, and 
other benefits to the North Korean people. 

Ultimately, the success of these talks de-
pends on the regime in North Korea. 
Pyongyang must show it’s serious—show it 
is serious by taking concrete steps to imple-
ment its agreement to give up its nuclear 
weapons and weapons programs. 

As we work for a Korean Peninsula free 
of nuclear weapons, we’re also strengthening 
defense cooperation in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion. Unlike Europe, where our security co-
operation takes place through the NATO Al-
liance, America’s security cooperation in Asia 

takes place largely through bilateral defense 
relations. 

America places the highest value on these 
partnerships. We’re committed to strength-
ening our existing partnerships and to build-
ing new ones. With Japan, we continue to 
work closely to field a missile defense system 
to protect both our countries and others in 
the region from rogue regimes threatening 
blackmail and/or destruction. With South 
Korea, we have upgraded our deterrent capa-
bilities, while reducing our footprint and 
repositioning U.S. troops stationed in the 
country. With Australia, we’re working to im-
prove joint training of our forces and increase 
cooperation in areas such as intelligence and 
missile defense research. With the Phil-
ippines, we’re working to improve the capa-
bilities of the nation’s armed forces to fight 
terrorism and other threats. With India, we 
signed an historic agreement to expand de-
fense cooperation, increase joint exercises, 
and improve intelligence sharing. With Viet-
nam, our Navy has made four port calls over 
the past 3 years, the first visits by U.S. mili-
tary ships since the Vietnam war. And with 
Singapore, we signed a new strategic frame-
work agreement that provides for joint mili-
tary exercises and cooperation in military re-
search and development. 

By building new defense relationships and 
strengthening existing alliances, we are en-
suring that the forces of freedom and mod-
eration in this region can defend themselves 
against the forces of terror and extremism. 

In addition to these bilateral defense rela-
tionships, America welcomes the growing 
multilateral security cooperation in this re-
gion. Today, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, 
and Indonesia are coordinating patrols in the 
Strait of Malaka and working to combat ter-
rorism, piracy, and human trafficking. 
Through the Proliferation Security Initiative, 
80 countries are cooperating to stop the 
spread of weapons of mass destruction and 
related materiel through air, land, and sea. 
APEC members know that advancing trade 
and opportunity throughout the Pacific re-
quires safe travel and transport, so we will 
continue to work together to improve the se-
curity of our ports and airports and transpor-
tation routes. 
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With all these efforts, the nations of this 
region are answering the threats of the 21st 
century. And in doing so, we are laying the 
foundation of security and peace for genera-
tions to come. In the long run, the surest 
path to security is the expansion of liberty 
and freedom. History shows that free soci-
eties are peaceful societies. Democracies do 
not attack each other. Governments account-
able to voters focus on building roads and 
schools, not weapons of mass destruction. 
Young people who have a say in their future 
are less likely to search for meaning in extre-
mism. And nations that commit to freedom 
for their people don’t support terrorists and 
extremists but, in fact, will join together to 
defeat them. 

America is committed to advancing free-
dom and democracy as the great alternatives 
to repression and radicalism. We will take 
the side of democratic leaders and reformers. 
We will support the voices of tolerance and 
moderation across the world. We will stand 
with the mothers and fathers in every culture 
who want to see their children grow up in 
a caring and peaceful society. 

We recognize that every democracy will 
reflect the unique culture and history of its 
people. Yet we recognize that there are uni-
versal freedoms, that there are God-given 
rights for every man, woman, and child on 
the face of this Earth. The people of Asia 
have faith in the power of freedom because 
you’ve seen freedom transform nations across 
your continent. 

At the beginning of World War II, this side 
of the Pacific had only two democracies: Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. Today, millions of 
Asians live in freedom. Freedom has un-
leashed the creative talents of people 
throughout Asia. Freedom has helped pros-
perity sweep across the region. 

In all that lies ahead, the people of this 
region will have a partner in the American 
Government and a friend in the American 
people. Together the people of America and 
Asia have endured dark and uncertain hours. 
Together we’ve seen modern nations rise 
from the rubble of war and launch dynamic 
economies that are the envy of the world. 
Together we will confront the challenges of 
the new century and build a more hopeful 

and peaceful and prosperous future for our 
children and our grandchildren. 

I appreciate your hospitality. Thank you 
for letting me come by and share some 
thoughts with you. May God bless the people 
of Singapore. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:04 p.m. in the 
University Cultural Centre Theatre. In his re-
marks, he referred to Senior Minister Goh Chok 
Tong of Singapore, and his wife, Tan Choo Leng; 
and Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong of Singa-
pore. 

Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong of 
Singapore in Singapore 

November 16, 2006 

President Bush. Thank you all. Mr. Prime 
Minister and Ms. Lee, thank you very much 
for your gracious hospitality. Laura and I are 
thrilled to be back here. I’m always amazed 
when I think about Singapore, a country that 
wasn’t supposed to be; a part of the world 
where people basically said, ‘‘There’s no 
chance for the good folks to survive and 
thrive.’’ I’m amazed at your successes, and 
I appreciate the values on which your suc-
cesses rest. 

I congratulate the people of Singapore for 
being such a vivid example of enterprise and 
markets and hard work. I congratulate the 
Government for being visionary in its leader-
ship. And I am thrilled that you allowed me 
to give a speech at one of your fine univer-
sities, talking about the importance of the Far 
East to the future of the United States. 

I thank you very much for serving that 
meat. [Laughter] It was so good, it had to 
be from Texas. [Laughter] 

The Prime Minister and I have had a lot 
of discussions about a variety of issues, and 
I shared with them one of my chief concerns, 
that our country would become—could pos-
sibly become isolationist and protectionist. In 
my speech today to the university, Mr. Prime 
Minister, I assured the listeners that it is in 
our interest to remain engaged in the world. 
It’s in our economic interests and it’s in our 
national interests that the United States work 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 15:12 Nov 21, 2006 Jkt 211250 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P46NOT4.017 P46NOT4


